MARY CHANNEL
morning, particularly, she was observed to demonstrate
a seeming diligence in procuring everyone their proper
messes; and no one was permitted to serve her husband
but herself. Accordingly she prepared and gave him the
poisonous draught, mixed and infused with the mercury,
which she had reserved for this desperate use, and which
proved his fatal dish. After he had eaten somewhat liberally
he discovered an ill savour in his milk, and said it tasted
amiss. Hereupon he offered his wife's brother (a youth who
boarded with him) to taste it; but she would by no means
permit her brother to comply with this reasonable request,
which caused a strong suspicion throughout the family.
Then Mr Channel required the maid to taste it; but she
had no sooner taken it into her hands than her mistress in
a violent passion caught it from her, and forthwith conveyed
it away. It was now too late to recall what had passed, or
to seek for refuge; for his body presently began to swell
vehemently, perceiving which, the domestics immediately
sent for a doctor. But the infused mercury had so great
an effect upon him that no remedy could expel it, and he
expired before the physicians came to his assistance. Having
thus resigned his breath, and there being visible proofs of
his being poisoned, it was not without reason she was sus-
pected to be the principal and only actress and procurer
thereof. Thereupon she was immediately seized and con-
veyed before a justice, before whom she entirely denied the
fact; nevertheless, on her servants' information, he committed
her to Dorchester Jail,
At the assizes ensuing at Dorchester the defence she
made (whether it was real or pretended) was so full of wit
and ingenuity, and uttered with such an extraordinary
courage and humility, that it caused admiration in the
judges, and pity and compassion in all who heard her trial.
But this availed nothing; for the evidences appearing plain
against her, and the friends of her deceased husband being
very substantial people, she received sentence to be burned
at the stake till she was dead.
The day whereon she was to suffer being come, she was
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